
 

Understanding Cricut Design Space: 
Designing for the Cricut Air 2 & Cricut Maker 

 

Before you begin, you must download the Cricut Design Space to your computer or device. Please 

visit the following link for assistance with this process - https://cricut.com/en_ca/ Once the program 

has been installed, it’s time to begin designing your project!  

Starting a new project 

Begin creating your own project in Cricut Design Space by selecting the ‘New Project’ tile from the 

home screen. This will take you to the canvas where you can begin creating and designing.  

 

The canvas is where you’ll design your projects. On the canvas, you can add and edit projects, images, and 

text. The Design Panel, located on the left hand side of the screen, links you to a variety of tools to help you 

create your project. 

Design Panel  

https://cricut.com/en_ca/


  

 

 
New - Click the ‘New’ icon at any time to create a new project from scratch.  
 

 
Templates – Select from a wide variety of templates that will allow you to visualize 
how your final product will look once it has been cut.  
 
 

 
Projects – Browse, select, and cut projects from the ‘Projects’ tab. This includes 
your projects.  
 

 
Images – Browse, select, and insert images from the Cricut Image Library (this 
includes any images you have uploaded), to the canvas.  
 
 

 
Text – Add words and phrases to the canvas.  
 
 

 
Shapes – Add basic shapes like circles, squares, triangles, and score lines to you 
canvas.  
 

 
Upload -  Cut what you want by uploading .jpg, .gif, .png, .bmp, .svg, or .dxf image 
files for free. 

 
Inserting images from the Cricut Image Library  
 
The Cricut Image Library contains 
over 50 000 images! To access the 
Cricut image Library, click on the 
Images tab in the Design Panel on 
the left side of the canvas.  
 
A new window opens so you can 
view and select images from the 
Image Library. The Image Library 
includes Cricut images as well as 
your own uploaded images. Here, 
you can browse, search, and filter 
images.  
 



Using the search bar located at the top of the screen, you can search for a wide variety of images 
available in the Cricut Design Space. Type in the search box to find an image for your project or you 
can select “Browse All Images” to see what is available in the design space.  
 

 
 
Use the ‘Search Bar’ to search for an image by name or tag. Be sure to select ‘Filter’ and select 
‘Cricut Access’. This will prevent you from seeing any files that require payment to use. *Please 
note, if using your own account, you will need to select ‘Ownership’ and click on ‘Free’ to see the 
images that are available for your project.*  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Locate an image that you want to use for your project and single left click on the tile (a green box 
should appear to show that it has been selected). Your image will also be added to the ‘Image Tray’ 
located at the bottom of the canvas. It will display all images pending placement on the canvas. When 
you are ready, click the ‘Insert Images’ button and the images will be added to the canvas.  
 

 

 

Image Tray 



Sizing an Image 

Cricut Design Space allows you to cut or draw images up to 11.5” by 23.5”. To size an image, begin 

by selecting it on the canvas so that a box appears. Once your image is selected, you will see its 

dimensions under the size section of the edit bar at the top of the canvas.  

 

Click in the box next to W or H and type in your specific 

size. You can also use the arrows to increase or 

decrease the size. The closed lock icon indicated that the 

width and height will change at a constant size ratio, 

keeping the image proportionate.  

 

 

 

Repeat this process for all images added onto the 

canvas.  

 

 

Inserting Text  

Cricut Design Space makes it easy to 

personalized your project using text 

and different fonts.  

Insert text onto the design screen by 

clicking on the ‘Text’ tab located on the 

left side of the canvas. A black text box 

with a text edit field will appear on the 

design screen.  

Type your text into the text edit field 

and watch as it appears in the text box.  

Now you can move, size, and rotate the text on the 

canvas. Click on the black area of any letter to 

move it on the canvas.  

 

 

 



Bounding Box -  The box that appears aroud your text when it is selected.  

Red X (top left) – Remove the text from the design screen by clicking Red X on the top left corner of 

the bounding box.  

Rotation Handle (top right) – To rotate text, click and hold the circular arrow icon on the top right 

corner of the bounding box.  

Lock (bottom left) – The closed lock icon indicates you will change the width and height at a 

constant ratio, keeping the text proportional. Unlocking the lock allows you to freely resize the image 

and independently change width and height.  

Sizing Handle (bottom left) -  Allows you to size the text with locked or unlocked proportions.  

Selecting a Font 

Once text has been added to your project, you can personalize it using the perfect font. Select the 

text you want to edit by clicking on any solid area of the text. You will see the text edit bar appear in 

the edit panel automatically.  

 

Click on the drop-down font menu in the text edit bar to open the list of available fonts. Scroll through 

the fonts until you find one you’d like to use. Be sure to select “System” this will filter the free or Cricut 

Access fonts only. Left click on the font to select it, this will automatically change it on your canvas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Getting Ready to Print  

If you’re working with iron-on material, you must mirror images so they can be correctly applied. 

Images will appear reversed when cut. If you do not mirror the images, they will appear in reverse 

when ironed on.  

Once you are done designing your project, click Make It in the top right of the design screen.  

 

Select the mat you will use for your vinyl. If using iron-on, check the box labeled ‘Mirror Image’. 

Repeat for each mat that will be used.  

When you are ready to cut, click continue in the bottom left right corner to send your print job to the 

Cricut. Select the correct material (either from the table or on the machine) and follow the instructions 

to cut your design.  

Saving your Project 

You can save a project at any time during the design process. Select ‘save’ from the top right hand 

corner of the screen and name your project. Once this process has been completed, your design has 

been saved and can be revisited at any time.  


